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Board of Directors 
AGENDA 

Wednesday February 12th, 2025 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

San Joaquin County Council of Governments 
555 E. Weber Avenue, Stockton, CA 95202 

I. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance & Safety Announcement/Roll Call

II. Scheduled Items 

A. Discussion/Action Items:

1. Approval of December 11th, 2024, Meeting Minutes - Page 3

2. Election of ESJGWA Officers – Chair and Vice Chair - Page 6

3. Financial Report

4. GSA Reports

5. ESJGWA Website Updates

III. Staff/DWR Reports

A. Staff Reports

B. DWR Report - Page 12

C. Communications

1. Environmental Law Foundation

2. Restore the Delta

IV. Director Comments and Project Status Reports

V. Public Comment (items not on the agenda)

VI. Future Agenda Items

VII. Adjournment

Board Members: 

San Joaquin County  
Sonny Dhaliwal 

Stockton East Water 
District 
Mel Panizza - Vice Chair 

California Water Service 
Company 
Anthony Carrasco 

Central Delta Water 
Agency 
George Biagi Jr. 

Central San Joaquin Water 
Conservation District 
Grant Thompson 

City of Lodi 
Alan Nakanishi 

City of Manteca 
Regina Lackey 

City of Stockton 
Michael Blower 

Eastside San Joaquin GSA 
Gary Tofanelli 

Linden County Water 
District 
Myron Blanton 

Lockeford Community 
Services District 
Mike Henry 

North San Joaquin Water 
Conservation District 
Jason Colombini 

Oakdale Irrigation District 
Eric Thorburn 

South Delta Water Agency 
John Herrick 

South San Joaquin 
Irrigation District 
Robert Holmes 

Woodbridge Irrigation 
District 
Keith Bussman 
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EASTERN SAN JOAQUIN GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY 
Board of Directors Meeting 

 AGENDA 

 (Continued) 

1419529-2

Next Regular Meeting 
Wednesday, March 12th, 2025 

10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
San Joaquin County Council of Governments Building 

Action may be taken on any item 
Agendas and Minutes may also be found at http://www.ESJGroundwater.org

Note: If you need disability‐related modification or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting, please contact  
San Joaquin County Public Works Water Resources Staff at (209) 468‐3089 at least 48 hours prior to the start of the meeting. 

ZOOM LINK: 

https://sjcog.zoom.us/s/82989811836 

Phone One Tap: 
+16694449171,,82989811836#

DIAL: +1 669 444 9171 
Meeting ID: 829 8981 1836 

Passcode: 903992 
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 EASTERN SAN JOAQUIN GROUNDWATER AUTHORITY 
Board Meeting  

December 11th, 2024 

I. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & SAFETY ANNOUNCEMENT/ROLL CALL

The Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Authority (GWA) Board Meeting convened at the Council 
of Governments building at 555 E. Weber Ave. Stockton, CA 95202.  At approximately 10:30 a.m., 
the meeting was called to order. 

In attendance were Directors and Alternates: David Breitenbucher, Dan Wright, Mike Henry, Jason 
Colombini, Eric Thorburn, John Herrick, Robert Holmes, Keith Bussman, Secretary Fritz Buchman, 
Mel Panizza, Chairman Robert Rickman, Craig Stevens, and Christy McKinnon.  

II. SCHEDULED ITEMS
A. Discussion/Action Items

1. Approval of September 11th, 2024, Meeting Minutes

Motion: David Breitenbucher
Second: Jason Colombini
All in favor.

2. Discussion/Possible Action to Adopt Resolution R-24-XX, Accepting the Final Draft 2024
Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Sustainability Plan Amendment and Periodic Evaluation and
Authorizing the Secretary of the Authority to Submit to the California Department of Water
Resources
Brandon Nakagawa shared the final draft was posted and made available to the GSAs.  Mr.
Nakagawa mentioned the team worked efficiently and thanked the Board for pushing it
along.  Staff is recommending approval of the resolution, that the ESJGWA Board accept the
plan, periodic evaluation, GSA adoption, and direct the Secretary to submit the paperwork to
DWR by the January deadline.

Motion: Mike Henry
Second: Mel Panizza
All in favor.

3. Discussion/Possible Action to Amend the 2024-2025 ESJGWA Budget by Increasing
Appropriations for the Annual Report by $10,586 and Decreasing Appropriations for
Professional Services by the Same Amount.
Mr. Nakagawa shared Woodard and Curran is not authorized to spend anything more than
$65,000 for the annual report unless this item is passed today.
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Motion: Jason Colombini 
Second: Mel Panizza 
All in favor. 

4. Discussion/Possible Action for Form an Ad Hoc Executive Committee
Mr. Nakagawa shared this item was recommended for approval by the Steering Committee. This
committee will be 3-5 people, and as described to the Steering Committee will assist with finding the
Executive Director, work with staff and consultants to implement the ESJGWA Staffing Transition Plan
prior to hiring the Executive Director and set monthly agendas for the Steering Committee and Board
of Directors. Chairman Robert Rickman reassures the Ad Hoc Committee does not have the authority
to make decisions, it is the ESJGWA Board of Directors that makes the final decisions.

Motion: John Herrick 
Second: Mike Henry 
In favor: David Breitenbucher, Dan Wright, Jason Colombini, Eric Thorburn, Robert Holmes, 
Keith Bussman, Robert Rickman, Craig Stevens, and Christy McKinnon. 
 No: Mel Panizza 

5. Discussion/Possible Action to Adopt the 2024 Eastern San Joaquin Subbasin
Communication and Engagement Plan Update
Marina Deligiannis and Khandriale Clark from Stantec shared a presentation regarding
outreach options based on the survey in which 52 responses were received.  Mr. Nakagawa
clarified that GSAs are required to do their own outreach; this plan is what can be done
together as the ESJGWA.  Some of the options include a Communications and Engagement
Tracker, Outreach Toolkit, Speakers Bureau, and an Enterprise Management System.

Khandriale stated that the C&E Plan is specific to the GWA but because the GSAs work 
closely with the ESJGWA, many of these options would be recommended to the GSAs as 
well.  

It is recommended that the Board consider the items, explore the options and decide which 
options are feasible with the resources available.  Chairman Robert Rickman stated the 
ESJGWA does operate on a budget and while the ESJGWA is open to explore options there is 
also a commitment of being good stewards of the public’s tax dollars.  

Motion: Robert Holmes 
Second: Dan Wright 
All in favor.  

6. Presentation by River Partners on Mokelumne River Integrated Conjunctive Use Program
(MICUP) Opportunities
Bob Granberg, who is assisting the County with MICUP, addressed the Board.  The work is
being funded by the SGMA grant.  Bill Eisenstein, from River Partners shared the following:

• Some of the items listed under Task 1 are: focus on Mokelumne and Calaveras
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subregions, and present at planning events convened by local agencies and 
organizations.  

• Some items from Task 2 are: developing a floodplain reconnection vision document
for the Eastern San Joaquin Subbasin.  The Calaveras subregion portion will rely
heavily on the DWR FloodMAR study to identify multi-benefit opportunities for
floodplain restoration and groundwater recharge projects.

• A few items under Task 3: development of restoration and public access plans (if
appropriate) and identifying funding sources for project planning and
implementation.

Bill shared restoring and reconnecting historic floodplains presents opportunities to
address multiple challenges for communities, including flood mitigation, habitat
degradation, and groundwater aquifer recharge. They will continue outreach to
landowners in January of 2025.

III. STAFF/DWR Report
A. Staff Report – Mr. Nakagawa shared the RFQ was released, and 8 finalists were selected.

B. DWR Report – Chelsea Spier shared Prop 4, SGMA funds will total 386 million and will be
split.  Half for projects that support SGMA and for projects that support conjunctive use and
groundwater recharge. It is implementation funding.

IV. DIRECTORS’ COMMENTS
None

V. PUBLIC COMMENTS
SJC’s Water Resources Manager, Ashley Couch introduced Venki Narasimhalu, the new
Engineer joining Water Resources.

Dan Wright announced his term with the City Council and the ESJGWA Board ends tomorrow
(December 12th, 2024) he thanks everyone for the education he received as a member of this
board and gives his well wishes.

Mary Elizabeth provided public comments and shared an original poem with the Board.

VI. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
None

VII. ADJOURNMENT at 12:12pm
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Approved December 11, 2024 

STAFF REPORT 

February 12, 2025 

TO: ESJGWA Board of Directors 

FROM:  Brandon Nakagawa, Interim Staff to the ESJGWA 

SUBJECT: Election of Board Officers for 2025  

DATE: February 12, 2025 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Board of Directors elect a Chair and Vice-chair for a two-year term 
beginning February 2025.   

BACKGROUND 

The Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Authority (ESJGWA) By-laws call for the election of Board 
Officers for a 2-year term.  The duties of the Chair and Vice-chair are listed as follows:  

A. Chair.
1. The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the Board and such other meetings

approved by the Board.

2. The Chair shall serve as official spokesperson for the Board.

3. The Chair shall appoint such committees and other working groups as prescribed
by the Board.

4. The Chair shall designate Directors or others to represent the Board at various
meetings, hearings, and conferences.

5. The Chair shall perform such other duties as necessary to carry out the work of the
Board.

6. The Chair shall perform such duties as prescribed by law.

B. Vice-Chair.

1. The Vice-Chair shall serve in the absence of the Chair.
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Additionally, the Chair may call a Special Meeting of the ESJGWA Bord of Directors. 

The outgoing ESJGWA Chair of the Board of Directors, Robert Rickman, is no longer assigned as a 
Director for San Joaquin County GSA No. 1.  Supervisor Rickman’s leadership as Chairman is greatly 
appreciated.  The current ESJGWA Vice-chair is Mel Panizza representing the Stockton East Water 
District GSA.   

Over the next 2 years, staff has identified the following list of key milestones that the Chair will need 
to play a major role in.   

1. Appointing Members to Ad Hoc Executive Committee tasked with the following (Approved by
the Board on December 11, 2024):

a. To develop the process for and conduct the search for an Executive Director, and,

b. To work with staff and consultants to implement the Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater
Authority staffing transition plan prior to the hiring of an Executive Director, and,

c. To set the monthly agendas for the Steering Committee and Board of Directors and to
bring forth recommendations on the annual work plan and budget and other items of
importance.

2. Managing Board meeting discussions and a consensus building atmosphere for the following
items:

a. Annual Work Plan and Budget

b. Outreach and Engagement

c. Groundwater Model Updates

d. Demand Reduction Allocation to GSAs

3. Appointing members to the Steering Committee and other various Ad Hoc Committees or
Workgroups as needed.

FISCAL IMPACT  

The Chair and Vice-chair receive no additional compensation from the ESJGWA for their services. 

ATTACHMENTS 

ESJGWA By-laws 
Ad Hoc Executive Committee Charter 
DRAFT Executive Director Job Description
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Approved December 11, 2024 

 Ad Hoc Executive Committee Charter 

(A) Membership: The Committee consists of three to four GSA representatives (staff or elected)
with a working knowledge of SGMA.  The GSA representatives would not be compensated by the
ESJGWA for their service.

(B) Experience: The Committee would be best served by accomplished professionals or elected
officials with backgrounds in executive leadership, business administration, technical profession,
knowledge of local water issues, legal (specifically compliance with the Brown Act), collaboration
in small groups, and outreach and engagement.

(C) Time Commitment: The Committee intends to meet up to 2 times per month.  Committee
Members should also expect to spend additional time preparing for meetings and following up
on action items (estimated total of 4-6 hours per month).

(D) Term of Ad Hoc Committee: The initial term of the Committee is for up to 1 year on a trial basis.

(E) Ad Hoc Executive Committee Charge:

1. To develop the process and conduct a search for an Executive Director.

a) Develop Process for soliciting, screening, and bringing forth candidates for ESJGWA Board
consideration.

b) Recommend terms of engagement and compensation rate to the Board of Directors for
the Executive Director.

c) On-boarding of new Executive Director.

2) To work with staff to implement the ESJGWA staffing transition plan.

a) Until the Executive Director is hired, check in with San Joaquin County Public Works point
of contact on staff assignments.

b) Review consultant scopes of work proposed to the ESJGWA and make recommendations
on consultant engagements.

3) To set the monthly agendas for the Steering Committee and Board of Directors and to bring
forth recommendations on the annual work plan and budget and other items of importance.

a) Work with the Executive Director, the Chair and staff to develop monthly Steering
Committee and Board meeting agendas.
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b) Develop recommendations on the annual work plan and budget for recommendation and
approval by the Steering Committee and Board.

c) Alert the Steering Committee and Board to items of tactical and strategic importance.
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Executive Director 
JOB SUMMARY 

The Executive Director serves as the chief executive officer of the Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater 
Authority (ESJGWA), a joint powers authority comprised of 16 groundwater sustainability agencies 
(GSA) within the Eastern San Joaquin Subbasin.  The Executive Director directs the administrative and 
technical functions of the ESJGWA ensuring the completion of management actions assigned to the 
ESJGWA and listed in the Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP).  The Executive 
Director will have direct oversight of day-to-day activities including the annual budget, finances, staff 
and consultant management, communication and engagement with stakeholders, and coordination 
among adjacent subbasins. 

ESSENTIAL JOB DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

The Executive Director receives direction and authority from the ESJGWA Board of Directors to 
perform the following functions: 
Leadership and Vision: 

• To provide leadership to the ESJGWA promoting a culture of accountability, consensus

cooperation, and community.

• To work with the Board of Directors on the development and implementation of the ESJGWA

Strategic Plan.

Administrative Management: 

• To promote accountability and transparency within the ESJGWA for the benefit of GSA

Members, stakeholders, and the public.

• To ensure ESJGWA meetings of its legislative body, standing committees, and/or ad hoc

committees are compliant with the ESJGWA’s By-laws, Fair Political Practices Act, the Brown

Act and other state and federal laws.

• To procure consultants and actively manage the delivery of consultant and staff services.

• To develop appropriate internal policies to comply with existing laws and regulations using

industry standards and best management practices.

• To develop and implement internal workflows and processes for day-to-day ESJGWA activities

including the project and task schedules, the annual budget, grants administration, financial

transactions, job cost accounting, financial reports, etc.

• To ensure that data collected by the ESJGWA is appropriately archived and readily accessible.

Program Development and Oversight: 

• To work with the ESJGWA Board of Directors and other Committees to develop and refine

management actions and initiatives necessary for GSP implementation.
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• To develop and implement the ESJGWA’s Annual Work Plan and Budget.

• To monitor Department of Water Resources publications and messaging regarding new

standards, requirements, and/or guidance affecting the compliance with SGMA.

Stakeholder Engagement: 

• To implement the ESJGWA Stakeholder Communications and Engagement Plan.

• To build and maintain strong relationships with stakeholders from local governments, water

agencies, farmers, businesses, and community organizations.

• To represent the ESJGWA in public forums, community meetings, and with State agencies.

• To identify and pursue grant funding opportunities and partnerships, and to support GSA

Members’ advocacy for project funding.

DESIRED ABILITIES 

• Take direction from and build consensus among the ESJGWA Board of Directors and its various

committees.

• Articulate and present complex topics both verbally and in writing.

• Work Cooperatively with member agency staff and consultants.

• Organize, lead, motivate, develop, and set clear objectives, directions, and performance

expectations with staff and consultant resources.

• Comprehend and navigate complex State, Regional and local issues.

• Develop and maintain key relationships throughout the region.

• Strategically evolve the organization for future success.

DESIRED QUALIFICATIONS 

• Bachelor’s Degree or higher with emphasis in business administration, geology, engineering,

planning, water management, groundwater, and/or regulatory compliance is preferred;

professional registration/certification in related a field is also desired.

• Minimum ten years of experience with increasing responsibilities in a municipal or special

district organization, or as a technical consultant of which 5-years having served in a

supervisorial or project management capacity.

COMPENSATION 

Negotiable. 
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January 2025 DWR Updates (from DWR’s North Central Region Office) 

Grants 

California Grants Portal 

The California State Library, in partnership with the Department of Water Resources and other state grantmaking 

agencies, has launched the California Grants Portal – your one destination to find all state grant and loan 

opportunities provided on a first-come or competitive basis. Visit grants.ca.gov to find funding opportunities for 

you and your community. 

DWR’s Underrepresented Communities and Small Farmer Technical Assistance Program 

The mission of the Program is to determine the needs, risks, and vulnerabilities with the implementation of the 

SGMA for underrepresented communities and small farms in medium and high priority basins, including 

critically overdrafted (COD) basins. The types of services provided include, but are not limited to: Groundwater 

level monitoring; Aquifer testing to determine long-term yield and supply; Identifying Groundwater Dependent 

Ecosystems (GDEs); Analyze well interference; Identifying additional water supply; Analyze existing well 

condition using downhole video log; Rehabilitation of water storage tank; Long-term water supply and demand 

analysis; Analyze and help to facilitate water transfers. More information is available on the webpage. Local 

entities can request services by emailing SGM_TA@water.ca.gov.  

Upcoming conferences, webinars, new reports and data 

DWR Releases Second and Third Paper on Depletions of Interconnected Surface Water 

To help GSAs address the depletion of interconnected surface water (ISW) in their Groundwater Sustainability 

Plans (GSPs), the DWR released the second and third in a series of three draft papers that discuss the technical 

aspects of ISW and quantification of depletions of ISW caused by groundwater pumping. The first paper (Paper 

1), Depletions of Interconnected Surface Water: An Introduction, introduced concepts associated with ISW, 

including approaches for identifying ISW and defining depletion of ISW from groundwater pumping. The second 

paper (Paper 2), Techniques for Estimating Interconnected Surface Water Depletion Caused by Groundwater Use, 

continues the foundational concepts presented in Paper 1 by discussing the data requirements, methods, and 

general implementation process to consider for ISW depletion analyses. The final paper (Paper 3), Examples for 

Estimating Interconnected Surface Water Depletion Caused by Groundwater Use, continues and expands upon the 

topics presented in Paper 2 by providing detailed examples of using numerical models to evaluate depletion of 

ISW. A pre-recorded webinar that summarizes the contents of the three papers and describes the next steps in the 

development of the guidance document can be viewed here. 

SWRCB Staff Workshop: Flood Diversion for Groundwater Recharge 

Staff of the State Water Board, Division of Water Rights invite the public to attend a staff workshop on October 

9, 2024, at 10:00 am. The workshop will focus on flood diversions for groundwater recharge using Water Code § 

1242.1, with an intended audience of public entities and individual diverters. A recording of the session can be 

viewed here. The SWRCB has prepared a Technical Guidance for diversion requirements under Water 1242.1, 

posted here: Technical Guidance Water Code 1242.1 – Flood Diversions for Groundwater Recharge. 

DWR Releases Groundwater Recharge Guidance Documents 

DWR has developed an On-Farm Recharge Methods Manual, District Recharge Program Guidance and Central 

Valley Groundwater Recharge Incentives and Strategies.  The On-Farm Recharge Methods Manual, a summary of 

strategies and challenges. This document gathers observations and lessons learned from over a decade of 

Sustainable Conservation working directly with growers and irrigation districts to implement on-farm recharge, 

including methods to enhance recharge, avoid crop health problems, manage recharge events, and minimize 

nutrient leaching. This document summarizes in-field practices with 10 grower case studies to provide practical 

information about on-farm recharge from growers to growers.  
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January 2025 DWR Updates (from DWR’s North Central Region Office) 

The two guidance documents will help water districts, Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (GSAs), and their 

technical consultants design and implement effective multi-benefit recharge programs and projects. These 

documents include a summary of necessary considerations, publicly available tools, and examples to design new 

or refine existing recharge and incentive programs that address the specific needs and priorities in a subbasin. 

DWR permit portal for Delta Conveyance Project 

DWR has a permit portal to help with plans and projects for the Delta Conveyance Project. The portal includes 

access to information and resources related to some of the more critical environmental compliance and permitting 

processes. The new website has all relevant California Environmental Quality Act information, along with the 

final environmental impact report. Fact sheets are available in English, Spanish and Chinese and cover topics such 

as soil testing, seismic resilience and project features. Several companion videos are also now available. A Final 

EIR for the proposed Delta Conveyance Project was issued and approved in December of 2023.  

Now that the environmental review is complete and the project has been approved, DWR will take the next steps 

to pursue numerous state and federal permits or authorizations, including those required by the State Water 

Resources Control Board, the Delta Stewardship Council, and compliance with state and federal Endangered 

Species acts. DWR will also continue to develop a Community Benefits Program. The Delta Construction 

Authority will provide a new cost estimate and a benefit-cost analysis in mid-2024.  

• New: SWRCB public hearings on the Delta Conveyance project scheduled for the following dates:

2/18/25, March 24 & 25, April 1, 1, 4, 7, 8, 9, 14, 17, 22, 23, & 24, 2025, and additional dates as

necessary. These hearing will address the water rights change petition to add two new points of diversion

and will be accepting public comment. The State Water Board will use the evidence presented during the

hearing to determine whether to approve these petitions, and if so, what specific terms and conditions (if

any) should be included in the amended State Water Project permits. More info here.

• The Department of Water Resources (DWR) has transmitted to the State Water Resources Control Board

(State Water Board) an Operations Plan for the Delta Conveyance Project (Project) describing Project

operations

California’s Groundwater Live: Up-to-date data on groundwater conditions, well installations and subsidence 

The Department of Water Resources (DWR) released the final California’s Groundwater – Update 2020 

(Bulletin-118), containing information on the condition of the State’s groundwater, DWR has also developed a 

companion web-based application called California’s Groundwater Live (CalGW Live), leveraging the California 

Natural Resources Agency Open Data Platform (Open Data) to improve the access and timeliness of statewide 

groundwater information.  The easy-to-use interface will make many of the data sets used in CalGW Update 2020 

available in an interactive map format that will be updated regularly for viewing and downloading.  For more 

information, visit the updated California’s Groundwater website  Contact: CalGW@water.ca.gov.   

The Department of Water Resources (DWR) has released the Fall 2024 Semi-Annual Groundwater Conditions 

Update, which provides a look back at groundwater conditions following California’s historic 2023 Water Year 

and an average 2024 Water Year. It also summarizes groundwater conditions over the first 10 years of Sustainable 

Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Implementation (2014-2024). 

SGMA & Drought 

Update Your GSA and GSP Manager Point of Contact Information in DWR’s SGMA Portal 

If your GSA and/or GSP Plan Manager Point of Contact (POC) is not current, or you are not sure, please visit 

the SGMA Portal to ensure that your contact information is up-to-date. When logged in, the Portal allows edits 

to be made to previously submitted contact information. If you have SGMA Portal questions, please email them 

to GSPSubmittal@water.ca.gov. 

13

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmRlbHRhY29udmV5YW5jZXByb2plY3QuY29tP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzA1MzEuNzc1MDc3MTEifQ.A9hLcjiOqfLE31koLtFYF09wAWF5U7fu9j1kBdiMnUo%2Fs%2F1821937103%2Fbr%2F203938627718-l&data=05%7C01%7C%7C17c222e3c0af4e7cf42708db61dfdf37%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C638211386869408009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xN051otBY3Jov%2BtvCmOqCKhtjzRUDN80B%2BDTs7CjQC0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd2F0ZXIuY2EuZ292L2RlbHRhY29udmV5YW5jZT91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwNTMxLjc3NTA3NzExIn0.iiZFeqYL9FyvX79gnrSyjkKz0iKI7heCw6QJx4V32cg%2Fs%2F1821937103%2Fbr%2F203938627718-l&data=05%7C01%7C%7C17c222e3c0af4e7cf42708db61dfdf37%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C638211386869408009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jREdAyaBSDdspeyh42wvWOdggVXmD4SvfoKwwSc%2FtUc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd2F0ZXIuY2EuZ292Ly0vbWVkaWEvRFdSLVdlYnNpdGUvV2ViLVBhZ2VzL1Byb2dyYW1zL0RlbHRhLUNvbnZleWFuY2UvUHVibGljLUluZm9ybWF0aW9uL0RDUF9QbGFubmluZ1Byb2Nlc3NfUm9hZG1hcF9KYW4yMDIzX0ZpbmFsLnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwNTMxLjc3NTA3NzExIn0.SlXdsYIyOWx-9IxuvgFcCTxtK6ws0hAyAclmBFk4MBk%2Fs%2F1821937103%2Fbr%2F203938627718-l&data=05%7C01%7C%7C17c222e3c0af4e7cf42708db61dfdf37%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C638211386869408009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kRHiJq%2BY8UAKMtenp9T7%2Fw8EpvHySAw36WVn9mQCd3o%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd2F0ZXIuY2EuZ292Ly0vbWVkaWEvRFdSLVdlYnNpdGUvV2ViLVBhZ2VzL1Byb2dyYW1zL0RlbHRhLUNvbnZleWFuY2UvUHVibGljLUluZm9ybWF0aW9uL0RDUF9QbGFubmluZ1Byb2Nlc3NfUm9hZG1hcF9KYW4yMDIzX0ZpbmFsLnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwNTMxLjc3NTA3NzExIn0.SlXdsYIyOWx-9IxuvgFcCTxtK6ws0hAyAclmBFk4MBk%2Fs%2F1821937103%2Fbr%2F203938627718-l&data=05%7C01%7C%7C17c222e3c0af4e7cf42708db61dfdf37%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C638211386869408009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kRHiJq%2BY8UAKMtenp9T7%2Fw8EpvHySAw36WVn9mQCd3o%3D&reserved=0
https://www.deltaconveyanceproject.com/planning-processes/california-environmental-quality-act/final-eir
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwater.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5e371813b4f6783ed8cdddcab%26id%3Dc4146619b4%26e%3D5108c3aa76&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ca14c86cdaaa84c8c708908db94470485%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C638266805627775271%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pAoRhYxB523JzmXmHxQG%2BlTtlMWijqNpZAGyybildOA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwater.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5e371813b4f6783ed8cdddcab%26id%3D45c3de20e5%26e%3D5108c3aa76&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ca14c86cdaaa84c8c708908db94470485%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C638266805627775271%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=18jQxR5JX%2B4XWc4ZkhNA2YJoqZGxN8cpaBQhPJiwx%2Bs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/administrative_hearings_office/delta-conveyance.html
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwater.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5e371813b4f6783ed8cdddcab%26id%3D0d3247800c%26e%3D5108c3aa76&data=05%7C02%7Cchelsea.spier%40water.ca.gov%7C0f6ec493819b4e5e873e08dcc3c77b67%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C638600509727689867%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o4A8sUxaI209huOZiWh8DMoZU6c1ZR27HFYYwYGOQzE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwater.ca.gov%2Fcalgw&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf2db51cf8e294c372cb208d9a9f41a28%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637727689217306492%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YeSGtsvmNmT0Qi8qEOuY%2BuLyGTUANOm32x0Tb8PSr18%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwater.ca.gov%2Fcalgw&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf2db51cf8e294c372cb208d9a9f41a28%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637727689217306492%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=YeSGtsvmNmT0Qi8qEOuY%2BuLyGTUANOm32x0Tb8PSr18%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsgma.water.ca.gov%2FCalGWLive%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf2db51cf8e294c372cb208d9a9f41a28%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637727689217336358%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=CphGDAaD70B0ytBLfdTpdcwLBM28phKRHs0kjECzQbc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdata.cnra.ca.gov%2Fdataset%2Fcalgw_live&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf2db51cf8e294c372cb208d9a9f41a28%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637727689217336358%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=w3yIqRAtv%2FT%2BYuVMBtpst3dvdpvXqLGW%2BoxEzNxptTY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdata.cnra.ca.gov%2Fdataset%2Fcalgw_live&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf2db51cf8e294c372cb208d9a9f41a28%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637727689217336358%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=w3yIqRAtv%2FT%2BYuVMBtpst3dvdpvXqLGW%2BoxEzNxptTY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwater.ca.gov%2Fcalgw&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf2db51cf8e294c372cb208d9a9f41a28%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C637727689217416009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=a5ApjVc%2Fr%2FUsNaBRsz3GkVtHgb7ldQjlXX8xiSh%2F0Kw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:CalGW@water.ca.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fdata.cnra.ca.gov%252Fdataset%252Fcalifornia-s-groundwater-semi-annual-conditions-updates%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019268b5cfb7-326d8d15-726e-4127-9a3c-d2c2ceb3cde5-000000%2FymPAtl1MoXeb4pTj5ilmPaHNX8Z8EHyJsl6QU1XPqsI%3D373&data=05%7C02%7Cchelsea.spier%40water.ca.gov%7C4257e184bf714897af4a08dce7103644%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C638639304046301623%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=swkp8flEz3oZSWH0U3sFT4THcEdnt%2FxhzWdxJf8qF%2Bo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fdata.cnra.ca.gov%252Fdataset%252Fcalifornia-s-groundwater-semi-annual-conditions-updates%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019268b5cfb7-326d8d15-726e-4127-9a3c-d2c2ceb3cde5-000000%2FymPAtl1MoXeb4pTj5ilmPaHNX8Z8EHyJsl6QU1XPqsI%3D373&data=05%7C02%7Cchelsea.spier%40water.ca.gov%7C4257e184bf714897af4a08dce7103644%7Cb71d56524b834257afcd7fd177884564%7C0%7C0%7C638639304046301623%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=swkp8flEz3oZSWH0U3sFT4THcEdnt%2FxhzWdxJf8qF%2Bo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:GSPSubmittal@water.ca.gov


January 2025 DWR Updates (from DWR’s North Central Region Office) 

NEW: Governor Newsom issues Executive Order N-16-25 

Governor Newsom today signed Executive Order N-16-25, which set forth the conditions under which water 

users may divert and store excess water from incoming winter storms. Specifically, the Executive Order 

suspends the local flood plan requirement of Water Code 1242.1, which codified many elements of the 

previous 2023 Flood Executive Orders and allows for diversions of flood flows for recharge without water 

rights. The State Water Resources Control Board has updated its 1242.1 Technical Guidance that provides 

additional details of the existing 1242.1 requirements and addresses today’s Executive Order. For more 

information on the Executive Order: Release Information and Executive Order 

Public Comment Period Open for Periodic Evaluations and Amendments of Groundwater Sustainability Plans 

Periodic Evaluations of groundwater sustainability plan (GSP) implementation for Paso Robles Area, Santa Cruz-

Mid-County, North and South Yuba, Cuyama Valley, Eastern San Joaquin, Madera, Kings, Merced, 180/400 Foot 

Aquifer, Las Posas Valley, Westside, Pleasant Valley, and Oxnard basins have recently been submitted to the 

Department of Water Resources, some of which include amended GSPs, are now posted on the SGMA Portal.  A 

75-day public comment period is being held for these Periodic Evaluations and amended GSPs. A public

comment button is available on the corresponding Periodic Evaluation SGMA Portal page and corresponding

Amended GSP SGMA Portal page. Public comments are welcomed and encouraged. A SGMA Portal account is

not necessary to submit comments.

Online System for Well Completion Reports (OSWCR) Software Update Coming in February 2025 

The Online System for Well Completion Reports (OSWCR) will be receiving a software update in mid-February 

2025. This update is largely a parity rebuild of the Accela-based version of OSWCR with limited new features. 

The upgrade will help move OSWCR into a platform that the DWR Division of Technology Services will be able 

to better support and enhance DWR’s ability to provide timely data publication updates. Current OSWCR users 

will receive an invitation in their registered email account on Monday, February 17 (or shortly beforehand) to 

setup their new login credentials, which will require multi-factor authentication. 

COMING SOON: Basin Characterization Exchange 

DWR’s Basin Characterization Program will be launching the Basin Characterization Exchange (BCX) in early 

2025. The BCX will be a public meeting and network space for the Basin Characterization community to 

exchange ideas, share lessons learned, define needed guidance, and highlight research topics. BCX meetings will 

also include regular updates from the Basin Characterization Program and provide participants with early 

opportunities to test tools and submit comments on guidance documents. The BCX is open to federal, state, and 

local agencies, consultants, community-based and non-governmental organizations, academia, and interested 

parties who participate in Basin Characterization efforts. Those interested in getting updates and 

announcement the BCX should email their name and information to Basin.Characterization@water.ca.gov. 

A kickoff meeting with be co-hosted with Lunch-MAR on March 5th. 

NEW: DWR Releases Frequently Asked Questions: Department’s Role in State Intervention under SGMA 

The Department of Water Resources (Department, DWR) has released a frequently asked questions document to 

address inquiries from groundwater sustainability agencies (GSAs) and the public at large, on the Department’s 

role and responsibilities when a basin is subject to State Water Resources Control Board (Board) jurisdiction and 

state intervention under Chapter 11 of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA).  DWR today 

released its Frequently Asked Questions: Department’s Role in State Intervention responding to the most 

frequently asked questions, found on DWR’s GSP website, which includes additional information on DWR’s 

GSP evaluation, Annual Reports, the GSP Regulations, and more. 

DWR Releases the SGMA Portal’s Periodic Evaluation and Revised/Amended GSP Submission Module 

DWR has completed an update to the SGMA Portal and Periodic Evaluations and Revised/Amended GSP 

Submission Module (Module) is now available for GSAs. The User Manual provides a step-by-step 

walkthrough 
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of the new Module's submittal process. This announcement is primarily for Plan Managers and basin Point of 

Contacts with approved GSPs responsible for the submission of periodic evaluations. Once submitted and posted, 

the Department will announce respective public comment periods. 

Projects and Management Actions (PMA) Module for GSP reporting 

DWR is developing a new PMA module as part of the SGMA portal. DWR staff are entering the initial data based 

on GSPs and annual reports and will be reaching out to GSA’s to QA the information prior to it going live around 

the end of October. The PMA Module is intended to assist agencies in satisfying the requirements of SGMA by 

providing a central location to track, document, and annually report on progress made toward implementing 

PMAs. A recording of a recent webinar is available on DWR’s YouTube channel. Questions can be directed to 

sgmps@water.ca.gov. 

2023 Provisional Statewide Crop Mapping data was released in December of 2024 and includes multi-cropping 

information. The provisional datasets includes agricultural land use and urban boundaries for all 58 counties in California.  

The data can now be accessed at the following locations: CA DWR Land Use Viewer (viewing and downloading); CNRA 

Webpage (viewing and downloading); on the SGMA Data Viewer (viewing) and the California State Geoportal (viewing 

and downloading). 

InSAR subsidence data is now available through July 1 of 2024 and can now be viewed on the SGMA data viewer.  The 

updated GIS services and data reports are also available online.  

Facilitation Support Services (FSS): Funding still available 

• GSA’s developing GSPs are eligible to receive funding for identification and engagement of interested parties,

meeting facilitation, interest-based negotiation/consensus building, and public outreach facilitation

• More information can be found here.  Written translation services available in 8 languages for outreach materials

(5,000 word maximum).

• DWR has Verbal Interpretation service available to GSA’s. Real-time interpretive services are available to GSAs

for virtual, hybrid, or in-person meetings in support of GSP implementation with the goal of engaging

underrepresented communities within basins and encouraging equal access for non-fluent English speakers during

the implementation of GSP’s. If you are interested in learning more or receiving support from an interpretation

team email sgmps@water.ca.gov.

Reminders: Drought and SGMA related tools & guidance 

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act Implementation Guidance 

On October 30, 2023, DWR released its Groundwater Sustainability Plan Implementation: A Guide to Annual 

Reports, Periodic Evaluations, and Plan Amendments, which provides guidance to GSAs preparing these 

documents under SGMA and the GSP Regulations. The Department also released a Frequently Asked Questions 

and Available Resources document that provides commonly asked questions and answers about Annual Reports, 

Periodic Evaluations, and GSP Amendments. These resources do not create any requirements or obligations for 

GSAs; the information is intended to clarify the necessary content of the documents already required by SGMA 

and the GSP Regulations. 

‘Be Well Prepared' Initiative and Website 

May 17, 2023, DWR released the Be Well Prepared initiative. DWR is providing tools and resources to help 

communities that are dependent on groundwater and experiencing climate-driven weather extremes, to prepare for 

potential impacts to household water supplies. The Be Well Prepared initiative focuses on domestic well owners 

and residents that use and maintain their well.  The website includes resources and information that every well 

owner should know and understand about: groundwater conditions, well maintenance, water quality, assistance, 
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January 2025 DWR Updates (from DWR’s North Central Region Office) 

and additional articles, videos and resources.  A new flyer from DWR provides the four initial steps for well 

owners to take if they think their well has gone dry.  This flyer is also available in Spanish and Hmong. 

SB552: DWR’s Water Shortage Vulnerability Scoring and Tool 

As part of its technical assistance to support SB 552 implementation, DWR developed the Water Shortage 

Vulnerability Scoring and Tool to provide the foundational data and information statewide to counties for their 

water shortage risk assessment.  

Dry Well Susceptibility Map 

The DWR, in coordination with the State Water Resources Control Board, has developed an interactive mapping 

tool, called the Dry Well Susceptibility Tool. This tool identifies areas within groundwater basins that may be 

prone to water supply shortages in drinking water wells. State and local agencies and well owners can use this 

tool to anticipate where wells may go dry based on historical conditions to inform drought preparedness decision-

making. To use this tool, navigate to California’s Groundwater Live website and click the Dry Domestic Well 

Susceptibility tab. A fact sheet on this tool, as well as DWR’s Dry Well Reporting System, is available here. 

Dry Well Reporting Site 

There is a website available to report private wells going dry.  Information reported to this site is intended to 

inform state and local agencies on drought impacts on household water supplies. The data reported on this site 

(excluding personal identifiable information) can be viewed on the SGMA data viewer or downloaded on the 

CNRA Atlas.  Individuals or local agencies can report water shortages and a list of resources are included on the 

webpage. The reporting forms are available in both English and Spanish.  Local agencies can now sign up to 

receive notifications of any dry wells reported in their area.  To sign up please email sgmps@water.ca.gov. 
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