










































reasonably acceptable to the GWA. 

XIII- INSURANCE 

CONSULTANT shall not commence any work until CONSULTANT obtains, at 

CONSULTANT's own expense, all required insurance that shall be primary, shall name the 

GWA as additional insured, except for professional liability insurance and workers' 

compensation insurance, and shall expressly indicate that such insurance is related to 

CONSULTANT's activities under this AGREEMENT. CONSULTANT shall furnish certification of 

insurance within ten (10) calendar days of execution of this AGREEMENT by GWA and prior to 

issuance by GWA of the Notice to Proceed. Such insurance must be from an insurer admitted to 

the State of California and have the approval of GWA as to limit, form and amount. The types of 

insurance CONSULTANT is required to obtain for the full term of this AGREEMENT will be 

Commercial General Liability Insurance, Professional Liability Insurance and Worker's 

Compensation Insurance. As evidence of specified insurance coverage, GWA may, in lieu of 

actual policies, accept certificates issued by the insurance carrier showing such policies are in 

force for the specified period during which services will be provided by CONSULTANT. Each 

policy, or certificate, will bear an endorsement or statement waiving right of cancellation or 

reduction in coverage without thirty (30) calendar days' notice in writing to be delivered by 

registered mail to GWA. 

A. Commercial General Liability Insurance- CONSULTANT shall obtain and keep in 

force and effect during the term of this AGREEMENT, at the CONSULTANT's own expense, 

General Liability Insurance on an occurrence based policy, including contractual liability with a 

combined single limit in the minimum amount of Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000), and 

automobile liability insurance with a combined single limit in the minimum amount of One Million 

Dollars ($1 ,000,000). 

Such insurance shall name the GWA, its members and their officers, agents, employees, 

representatives as additional insureds. 

B. Professional Liability Insurance- CONSULTANT shall obtain, at CONSULTANT's 

own expense, and provide evidence of Professional Liability Insurance on an occurrence based 

policy with an aggregate limit in the minimum amount of Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000.00). 

C. Workers' Compensation Insurance- CONSULTANT shall take out and maintain, 

during the life of the AGREEMENT, Workers' Compensation Insurance for all employees of 
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CONSULTANT employed at the site of the project and, in case any work is sublet, the 

CONSULTANT shall require subconsultants to similarly provide Workers' Compensation 

Insurance for all of the latter's employees. If any class of employees engaged in hazardous 

work under this AGREEMENT at the site of the project is not protected under the Workers' 

Compensation Statute, the CONSULTANT shall provide and shall cause any subconsultant to 

provide insurance for the protection of employees engaged in hazardous work. 

CONSULTANT, by executing this AGREEMENT, certifies that CONSULTANT is aware 

of the provisions of Section 3700 et. seq. of the Labor Code of the State of California requiring 

every employer to be insured against the liability for Workers' Compensation or to undertake 

self insurance in accordance with the provisions of that code, and certifies that CONSULTANT 

will comply with such provisions before commencing the performance of the work of this 

AGREEMENT. 

XIV-WAIVER 

In the event that either GWA or CONSULTANT shall at any time or times waive any 

breach of this AGREEMENT by the other, such waiver shall not constitute a waiver of any other 

or succeeding breach of this AGREEMENT whether of the same or any other covenant, 

condition or obligation. 

XV - COSTS AND ATTORNEY'S FEES 

The prevailing party of any action brought to enforce or construe the terms of this 

AGREEMENT may recover from the other party its reasonable costs and attorney's fees 

expended in connection with such an action. 

XVI- AGREEMENT CONTAINS ALL UNDERSTANDING 

This AGREEMENT represents the entire integrated AGREEMENT between GWA and 

CONSULTANT, and supersedes all prior negotiations, representations or agreements, either 

written or oral. This document may be amended only by written instrument signed by both GWA 

and CONSULTANT. This AGREEMENT shall be governed by the laws of the State of 

California. 

XVII- COUNTERPARTS 
This AGREEMENT may be executed in one or more counterparts, all of which 

together shall constitute only one Agreement. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this AGREEMENT to be executed 

on the day and year first above written . 

EASTERN SAN JOAQUIN GROUNDWATER 

AUTHORITY 

"GWA" 

By: ________ _ 

CHARLES WINN, Chairman 

"GWA" 

RECOMMENDED FOR APPROVAL 

By: ___________________ _ 

KRIS BALAJI , PMP, P.E. 

Secretary of "GWA" 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 

By: _________________ _ 

MONICA J. STREETER General Counsel 

WOODARD & CURRAN, INC. 

a Maine corporation 

By: ________________ _ 

AL YSON WATSON, P.E. 

Project Manager 

"CONSULTANT" 
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Scope of Work for the ESJ Subbasin Annual Report and Support Services 
th1·ough June 30,2020 

The following scope of work, schedule and fee estimate is submitted by Woodard & Curran to 
suppott the next steps with the Groundwater Sustainability Plan. There are five discrete tasks 
including preparation of the Annual Report due April1 , 2020. The schedule for work and estimated 
fee is presented following the scope items. This work would be performed by Woodard & Curran 
staff for the East San Joaquin Groundwater Authority under direction by the County. The work 
would kick-off on February 12, 2020 following approval of this scope of work at the February 
Board Meeting. 

Task 1- Preparation of First Annual Report 

Under Water Code Section I 0733.2, DWR was required to draft and adopt emergency regulations for the 
evaluation and implementation ofGSPs1

. The emergency regulations adopted by the California Water 
Commission spell out what is required in a GSP2. Article 7 covers Almual Repotis and Periodic 
Evaluations by the Agency and describes the procedural and substantive requirements for the annual 
repot1s3. Each GSA, or the ESJGWA, is required to submit an annual rep01t to the Deprutment by Apri l I 
of each year following the adoption of the Plan(§ 356.2. Almual Rep01ts)4. The annual rep01t must 
include the following components for the preceding water year: 

(a) General information, including an executive summary and a location map depicting the 
basin covered by the report. 

(b) A detailed description and graphical representation of the following conditions of the 
basin managed in the Plan: 
(1) Groundwater elevation data from monitoring wells identified in the monitoring 

network shall be analyzed and displayed as follows: 
A. Groundwater elevation contour maps for each principal aquifer in the basin 

illustrating, at a minimum, the seasonal high and seasonal low groundwater 
conditions. 

B. Hydrographs of groundwater elevations and water year type using historical data 
to the greatest extent available, including from January 1, 2015, to cmrent 
reporting year. 

(2) Groundwater extraction for the preceding water year. Data shall be collected using 
the best available measurement methods and shall be presented in a table that 
summarizes groundwater extractions by water use sector, and identifies the method of 
measurement (direct or estimate) and accuracy of measurements, and a map that 
illustrates the general location and volume of groundwater extractions. 

1 https://water.ca.gov/Progr.ams/Groundwater-Management/SGMA-Groundwater-Managemem/Groundwater-Sustainability-
Pians> · 

2 Cal Code of Regs. Title 23. Waters Division 2. Department of Water Resources Chapter 1.5. Groundwater Management Subchapter 2. 
Groundwater Sustainability Plans 
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/Galifornia/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=I74F39D13C76F497DB40E93 
C75FC716AA&or1ginationContexl=l::tQcumenttoc&transitionType=Default&conte~tData=(sc . Default) 

3 Authority cited: Water Code Section 10733.2, Water Code. 
4 Authority cited: Water Code Sections 10727.2, 10728. 



(3) Surface water supply used or available for use, for groundwater recharge or in-lieu 
use shall be reported based on quantitative data that describes the annual volume and 
sources for the preceding water year. 

(4) Total water use shall be collected using the best available measurement methods and 
shall be reported in a table that summarizes total water use by water use sector, water 
source type, and identifies the method of measurement (direct or estimate) and 
accuracy of measurements. Existing water use data from the most recent Urban Water 
Management Plans or Agricultural Water Management Plans within the basin may be 
used, as long as the data are reported by water year. 

(5) Change in groundwater in storage shall include the following: 

(A) Change in groundwater in storage maps for each principal aquifer in the basin. 
(B) A graph depicting water year type, groundwater use, the annual change in 

groundwater in storage, and the cumulative change in groundwater in storage 
for the basin based on historical data to the greatest extent available, including 
from January 1, 2015, to the current reporting year. 

(c) A description ofprogress towards implementing the Plan, including achieving interim 
milestones, and implementation of projects or management actions since the previous 
annual report. 

(d) The first annual report for the ESJ Subbasin GSP will be due on April 1, 2020. Per 
California Code of Regulations §356.2 (SOMA regulations), annual reports must include 
tlu-ee key sections: 1) General Information, 2) Basin Conditions, and 3) Plan 
hnplementation Progress. Tasks to complete the Annual Report, along with other ongoing 
suppott of the GSP implementation process are detailed below. 

Subtask 1.1- Collect, Compile, and Analyze Data 

The Basin Conditions section of the annual report will describe the current groundwater conditions 
and monitoring results, described fmther in the bullets below. 

Woodard & Curran will work with the County to develop a list of each necessary dataset, the 
responsible GSA, and due dates for data collection (see "Schedule" section at end of Scope). Data 
will be compiled and reviewed for basic quality control (e.g. duplicate data or flagging data 
expected to have errors). Separately, note that groundwater elevation and groundwater quality data 
will be compiled and imported into the ESJ Subbasin Data Management System (DMS) in Subtask 
1.2. Additionally, Woodard & Curran will update the Current Condition Baseline for the ESJWRM 
model to extend the hydrologic period to Water Year 2019 to support the estimation of data for 
the Annual Report. This is further explained in Subtask J .3. 

Data will be analyzed and presented for each data type as follows: 

• Groundwater Elevation 

o Woodard & Cmran will obtain groundwater elevation compiled from the County 
and the GSAs for monitoring in Fall 2018, and Spring and Fall2019 and develop 
groundwater elevation contour maps for the principal aquifer that illustrates 



seasonal high and seasonal low groundwater conditions for Water Year 2019 
(WY20 19), similar to the contour maps developed for the Current & Historical 
Conditions chapter of the GSP. Specifically, this wi ll include the following map: 

• Groundwater elevation contour maps for seasonal high and seasonal low for 
WY2019 

o Hydrographs will also be compiled for each representative monitoring well, 
showing available historical groundwater elevations through WY20 19 with 
reference to water year type. 

• Groundwater Extraction 

o The updated CmTent Condition Baseline ESJWRM model will be used to estimate 
the agricultural groundwater extraction. Groundwater extraction by municipalities 
will be an outcome of the model Baseline update, verified by the data provided by 
the municipalities. 

• Surface Water Supply and Use 

o Surface water diversion data w ill be co llected from the GSAs and analyzed by 
Woodard & Curran for inclusion in the model. Surface water use data will be 
estimated consistent with the parameters (e.g. recoverable and non-recoverable 
losses), as well as delivery areas in the calibrated model. This will be for the 
period WY 2019. 

• Total Water Use 

o Total water use will be estimated using the results from the updated Current 
Condition Baseline model and will include estimated groundwater extraction and 
surface water use data and summarized by water use sector and water source type. 
The measurement method and accuracy of measurements will be documented per 
the source of data, method of analysis using the model, as required by DWR. 

• Annual Water Budget and Change in Groundwater Storage 

o The updated Current Condition Baseline model (ESJWRM) will be used to 
establish a water budget for WY2019. The model update will be as described in 
Sub task 1.3. 

o The updated Current Condition Baseline model (ESJWRM) will be used to 
estimate change in groundwater in storage for the principal aquifer. A map will be 
generated to show the location of change in storage, as well as graphical figures 
showing year type, groundwater use, the annual change in groundwater in storage, 
and the historical cumulative change in groundwater in storage from 1995 through 
WY 2019. 



Subtask 1.2- ESJ Subbasin Data Management System Update 

This subtask includes time spent making the following updates to the ESJ Subbasin OMS. 

• Input data received for Annual Report in template format 

Subtask 1.3-ESJWRM Model Update for Annual Water Budget and Change in Storage 

Woodard & Curran will update the ESJWRM model for the Current Condition Baseline. Note that 
this Subtask does not include updating the historical model calibration. The Current Condition 
Baseline update includes: 

• Extend precipitation data for WY 2019 

• Extend streamflow data for WY 2019 

• Update land use and cropping pattern to include the most recent land use survey by the 
DWR (LandiQ 2016) 

• Update of population record and unit water use for municipalities for WY 2019 if available 

• Update surface water delivety model input for WY 2019 data from agricultural entities and 
municipalities 

• Update groundwater pumping input data for WY 2019 data from municipalities 

The resulting CutTent Condition Baseline model simulation period will be through WY 2019. This 
updated CC Baseline model will provide the following information: 

• Estimates of agricultural water demand for WY 2019 

• Estimates of urban water demand for WY 2019 

• Surface water delivery for WY 2019 

• Estimate of groundwater pumping for WY 20 19 

• Estimate of groundwater storage change for WY 2018 to WY 2019 

• Simulated groundwater levels in contour map as well as monthly trends in simulated 
groundwater level at the model calibration wells. 

Subtask 1.3 Assumptions: 

The San Joaquin County will be responsible for coordination with the GSAs for the collection of 
all required data for WY 2019, for input to the model, as follows: 

• Surface water diversion data by each agricultural entity 

• Surface water diversion data by each municipality 

• Groundwater extraction data for each well and for each municipality 



• Population records for each municipality 

• If data requested does not come in Woodard & Curran will use the latest year information 
available and will extrapolate with reasonable water year assumptions. 

Subtask 1.4- Document Plan Implementation Progress 

The Plan Implementation section of the annual report will describe the progress made towards 
achiev ing interim milestones as well as implementation of projects and management actions. 

Woodard & Curran will work with the GSAs to evaluate and report on the progress towards 
implementing the GSP, including the status of the shortlisted projects and ongoing development 
of management actions. Shortlisted projects will be summarized in tabular format. Management 
actions wi II be summarized in paragraph form. 

Subtask 1.5- Prepare Annual Report 

The results of Sub tasks 1.1 through 1.4 will be used to develop the WY20 19 Annual Rep01t, 
including an executive summary that highlights the key content ofthe annual report. The fo llowing 
sections will be included: 

l. Executive Summary 
2. Introduction 
3. Basin Setting 

a. Groundwater Elevations 
b. Groundwater Extractions 
c. Surface Water Supply 
d. Total Water Use 
e. Change in Groundwater Storage 

4. Plan Implementation Progress 
5. References 

A Draft Report will be prepared for review by the GSAs. Comments will be incorporated into a 
Final Report which wi ll be distributed electronically (PDF). 

Woodard & Curran will also provide the GSAs a copy of the digital files for supporting data, such 
as Excel spreadsheets and GIS maps/shapefiles. 

Task 2- DMS Update 

The Data Management System is a required component of a GSP and was developed for ESJ in 
2019. Woodard & Curran will work with the County to collect, organize, and import readily 
available data beyond the date at which implementation of the DMS was complete. In addition, 
Woodard & Curran will organize and import data from the Spring 2020 monitoring event into 
the OMS when it becomes available (typically late April). The data will be reviewed in the DMS 
to verify no errors occmTed during the import process. Data elements to support the Annual 
Rep01t will be summarized and exported from the OMS as needed. 

Woodard & Curran will work with the County to review the business needs and current 
functional elements for the GSA to enter, conduct QA/QC of, view, upload, generate reports for, 



download, and share data. Woodard & Curran will also evaluate DWR's current data standards 
to ensure the OMS continues to meet those standards. DMS enhancements will be identified, and 
the DMS will be updated as appropriate in tandem with the work planned under the Prop 68 
grant award . These enhancements may include additional geospatial functionality and analysis, 
enhanced charts, addition of new data types or well information, creation of predefined reports, 
enhanced quality control tools, or other general improvements. Woodard & Curran will continue 
to host and maintain the DMS for the term of this contract. 

Task 3 -Plan Administration Support 

Woodard & Curran will act in a supporting role to the County in administering the GSP. Tasks 
include attendance as needed at Advisory Committee meetings (assumed 2 meetings in person and 
2 conference calls), attendance at monthly Board meetings until Annual Report is finalized and 
submitted (assume 2 meetings in person), and four additional as-needed conference calls for 
planning and strategy. Woodard & Curran will support development of meeting agendas and 
PowerPoint presentations (assumed two), development of two staff repmts and review as needed 
of staff reports through June 30, 2020. Will support seeping and development of FY 2020-2021 
workplan and budget and dovetailing work planning in with Prop 68 grant implementation once 
awarded. 

Task 4 - Outreach Support 

This task includes two subtasks !)updating the ESJ website and 2) as-needed suppmt for outreach 
such as a press release, a public outreach meeting and responding to media queries. 

Task 5- Project Coordination 

Woodard & Curran will coordinate the project including developing month ly progress reports and 
conducting bi-weekly phone calls with County staff to drive project implementation forward. 

Estimated Schedule 

The estimated schedule for 2020 is shown below and reflects that some prep work was initiated by 
the County. 
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Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Authority Steering Committee 

Chuck Winn San Joaquin County Member 

Mel Lytle City of Stockton Alternate 

Mike Henry Lockeford Community Services District Member 

Walter Ward Eastside San Joaquin GSA Alternate 

Robert Holmes South San Joaquin GSA Alternate 

Andrew Watkins Stockton East Water District Alternate 

Tom Flinn North San Joaquin Water Conservation District Member 

Brandon Nakagawa South San Joaquin GSA Alternate 

Kris Balaji San Joaquin County 

Fritz Buchman San Joaquin County 

Matt Zidar San Joaquin County 
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Eastern San Joaquin Groundwater Authority Ad-Hoc Technical Work Group 

Mel Lytle City of Stockton 

Eric Schmid Lockeford Community Services District 

Walter Ward Eastside San Joaquin GSA 

Travis Kahrs City of Lodi 

Eric Thorburn City of Oakdale 

Jeremiah Mecham Cal Water 

Mike Callahan San Joaquin County 

Matt Zidar San Joaquin County 
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Over the past 20 years, Peter 
Johnson has served in 
leadership positions on many 
boards including: The Lodi 
Unified School District Board of 
Trustees, The Greater Stockton 
Chamber of Commerce, Child 
Abuse Prevention Council, 
YMCA of SJ County, San Joaquin 
County Planning Commission 
and currently serves on the 
LAFCO Commission. 

He has worked with more than a 
hundred boards in areas 
including: strategic planning, 
building boards with impact, 
governance, the Brown Act and 
runn ing effective meetings. 

PeterJohnson@pacific.edu 
209.483.2661 

PROGRAM 
This program is designed for individuals who have never served on a board 
before to people with decades of experience. The overall goal is to ensure that 
each person undertands their role and responsiblilities of being on a board and 
how to effectively leverage their talents to enable the board to operate in an 
efficient and effective manner that leads to a better community. 

TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED INCLUDE: 

• Mfssion/Purpose/Mandate of the Board 

• Communicating Effectively 

· Legal Aspects of the Board 

-The Brown Act 

-Mandated Filings 

·The Role of Staff 

·Building a Cohesive Team 

• Running Effective Meetings 

-Roberts Rules of Order 

-Role of the Chair 

2020 PROGRAM DATES 

REQUIRED CLASS: 

JANUARY 

Friday, Jan. 31st 

FEBRUARY 

Tuesday, Feb. 25th 

MARCH 
Friday, Mar. 20th 

APRIL 
Tuesday, Apr. 14th 

8:30-11:30 AM 

6:00-9:00PM 

8:30-11 :30AM 

6:00-9:00PM 

EMAIL TO REGISTER FOR PROGRAM: ashleyjohnsonleadership@gmail.com 

Registration due 3 days prior to training session. 
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December 18,2019 

Secretary Jared Blumenfeld 

California Environmental Protection Agency 

Secretary Wade Crowfoot 
California Natural Resources Agency 

Director Karla Nemeth 

California Department of Water Resources 

Chair Joaquin Esquivel 

California State Water Resources Control Board 

RE: Inadequate implementation of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act Threatens the 
Safe Water Needs of California's Most Vulnerable Communities 

Our collective organizations write to express our alarm regarding the implementation of the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act, or SGMA-specifi.cally as it pertains to the safe water needs of many of 
the most vulnerable California communities. We have closely followed and participated in local SGMA 
planning processes, attending meetings and commenting on dozens of groundwater plans. However, 

despite our engagement, we are increasingly concerned that negative impacts on water quality, and in 

particular access to safe drinking water, are not being taken adequately into account. Therefore, these 
groundwater sustainability plans (GSPs) should be found to have inadequately assessed undesirable 
results to groundwater overdraft and water quality. 

As an initial matter, we note that the context of this letter includes the successful efforts of the current 
administration to improve access to drinking water. California took a historic step forward this summer 

with the passage of the Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund (the Fund). The Fund seeks to provide 
new targeted investments to end the state's drinking water crisis, where 1 million Californians are 
impacted by unsafe water each year. The Newsom Administration rightly deserves credit for helping 

secure this victory of justice and equity. 

However, poor implementation of SGMA now threatens the success of the Fund, as it is being 
implemented in a manner that ignores the safe drinking water needs of our most vulnerable 

communities and threatens Governo1· Newsom's vision of providing safe water to all. 

Many of the draft GSPs released to date pose a significant threat to safe drinking water access in low­
income communities of color. These draft GSPs rarely account for impacts on local communities 

dependent on groundwater- which includes the vast majority of small communities in the San Joaquin 
Valley. For example, some Central Valley GSPs have established minimum thresholds- or failure 

points- that, if reached, would allow up to 85% of domestic wells to go dry or be impacted. Other draft 
GSPs propose allowable groundwater quality contamination to exceed safe drinking water standards by as 
much as 20%, which is illegal under the state's water quality statutes. Even worse, some GSPs ignore 



water quality impacts entirely. Some Groundwater Sustainability Agencies insinuate that any negative 
impacts to water quantity or quality caused by GSPs can be ameliorated by the Fund- thus threatening to 
turn the Governor's signature safe water act into merely a slush fund to cover failed GSPs. As we have 

seen from past droughts, it is an extremely expensive proposition for the State to step in once enti.J:e 
communities have lost water. 

With these grave concerns in mind, we urge the state to live up to its responsibility to secure the Human 

Right to Water for all Californians. California must align implementation of SGMA with the 
implementation of the Fund and Governor Newsom's safe water goals by taking the following immediate 

and short-term actions: 

• DWR should publicly endorse and disseminate the State Water Board's SGMA fact sheet 
on water quality and propose a process for joint evaluation of GSPs by January 2020. 
DWR's failure to fully endorse SGMA fact sheet could invite the impression that this important 
State Water Board guidance can be ignored or is oflesser importance, and that there is division 
between the two agencies despite the statutory requirement that DWR implement SGMA in 

consultation with the State Water Board. 

• DWR should require GSAs to conduct a drinking water impact analysis which identifies how 
the GSPs will impact groundwater levels and water quality of those dependent on groundwater 
for drinking water resources in the GSP area. 

• DWR and the Board should require GSAs to develop a drinking water well mitigation plan 

to address declining groundwater levels and water quality impacts caused by the management 
actions of the GSAs to vulnerable populations like low-income domestic well owners and small 
community water systems. DWR should not approve GSPs that will cause disproportionate 

harm to disadvantaged communities, and absolutely not without adequate protections in 

place. . 
• DWR should work closely with the State Water Board in reviewing all GSPs to ensure Plan 

implementation does not impair successful implementation of the newly passed Safe and 

Affordable Drinking Water Fund. With this in mind, the Board should review every GSP to 
identify potential impacts to safe drinking water access for vulnerable communities and that 
undermine the Human Right to Water-which should then be ameliorated through either 1) a 

finding of inadequacy and referral to the State Water Board, or 2) the development of specific 
proposed changes . that address the negative impacts that proposed GSPs may cause to access to 

safe drinking water for vulnerable communities. The types of specific proposed changes that 
should be considered include revising a GSP's proposed sustainable management criteria, 

revising management actions and projects to prevent further impacts to drinking water access, 
and/or developing a drinking water well mitigation program and accompanying funding 

mechanism. An appropriate funding mechanism would be GSP fee structures, not the new Safe 
and Affordable Drinking Water Fund. 

Hundreds of California communities rely on successful implementation of SGMA to protect sources of 
drinking water through sustainable groundwater management. More broadly, successful implementation 

of the Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund depends on Plans that protect drinking water. We cannot 

have one without the other. As the Department of Water Resources prepares to review dozens of GSPs 



next year, it must also be prepared to protect conununities by not approving GSPs that do not adequately 
protect access to safe drinking water. DWR must work closely with the State Water Board in evaluating 
GSPs. The health of our families and our communities depends on it - as well as the environment, which 

also suffers when unsustainable plans are approved. We must all work together to achieve a vision of a 
California that provides safe water and a safe environment for all. 

Thank you for consideration of our comments. We would welcome a further conversation on this 

important matter and would be happy to meet to discuss further. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Clary 
Water Program Manager 
Clean Water Action 

Michael Claiborne 
Senior Attorney 
Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability 

Matthew Baker 
Policy Director, Planning & Conservation League 
Planning and Conservation League 

Jackie Rutheiser 
Senior Policy Advocate 
California Alliance of Child and Family Services 

Jim Lindburg 
Legislative Director 
Friends Committee on Legislation of California 

Steve Fleischli 
Senior Director, Water Initiative, Healthy People & 
Thriving Communities Program 
NRDC 

Sergio Carranza 
Executive Director 
Pueblo Unido CDC 

Raven Stevens 
Board Member 
W.A.T.E.R. 

Lisa Hunt, PhD, PE 
Director of California River Restoration Science 
American Rivers 

Sandi Matsumoto 
Associate Director, CA Water Program 
The Nature Conservancy 

Susana DeAnda 
Executive Director and Co-Founder 
Community Water Center 

Tom Collishaw 
President & CEO 
Self-Help Enterprises 

Arnie Sowell Jr. 
Executive Director 
NextGen California 

Samuel Molina 
CA State Director 
Mi Familia Vota 

Sean Bothwell 
Executive Director 
California Coastkeeper Alliance 

Tara Moran, PhD 
Program Lead, Sustainable Groundwater 
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ATTACHMENT 
III.C 



The Department of Water Resources (DWR) is pursuing an 
environmental review process to eva luate a single tunnel 
option to modernize Delta conveyance under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The first step in this 
process is release of a Notice of Preparation (NOP). The 
NOP informs agencies and the public about the preparation 
of the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) and sol icits input 
on the scope and content of the EIR, including information 
needs, potential project effects and mitigation measures, 
and possible alternatives to the proposed project. 

Modernizing Delta conveyance is part of the state's Water 
Resilience Portfolio, which describes the framework t o 
address California's water challenges and support long-term 
water resilience and ecosystem health. 

CEQA FAST FACTS 

• Who is the CEQA Lead Agency? California 
Department of Water Resources 

• What's in a NOP? A Notice of Preparation includes a 
description of the Proposed Project, including Project 
Objectives, Project Area, and Project Facilities, probable 
environmental effects of the project, scoping meeting 
details and deadline for submittal of comments. 

• What is the Purpose of Environmental Review? 
Prior to approval of a project, CEOA requires an 
agency to prepare an EIR that will identify, analyze 
and disclose the significant adverse environmental 
impacts of a proposed project, and provide feasible 
mitigation measures and alternatives to avoid or 
reduce such effects. 

• What Resource Areas will be Studied? The EIR will 
evaluate topics including but not limited to: 

• water supply 
• groundwater 
• water quality 
• geology and seismicity 
• soils 
• fish and aquatic resources 

terrestrial biological resources 
• land use 
• recreation 
• aesthetics 
• cultural resources 
• transportation 

utilities 
• energy 
• air quality 
• noise 

hazardous materials 
• public health 

mineral resources 
• climate change and growth 

@ www. water.ca.gov/ delta conveyance 

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES 
To assist in the development of a reasonable range of 
alternat ives that wil l be analyzed in the EIR, DWR has 
identified the following purpose and objectives for the 
proposed Delta Conveyance Project. 

Purpose: Develop new diversion and conveyance facilities 
in the Delta necessary to restore and protect the rel iability 
of water deliveries in a cost-effective manner, consistent 
with the State's Water Resi lience Portfo lio. 

Objectives: 

• Address sea level rise and climate change 

• Minimize water supply disruption due to seismic risk 

• Protect water supply reliability 

• Provide operational flexibility to improve aquatic 
conditions in the Delta 

PROPOSED DELTA CONVEYANCE 
PROJECT FACILITIES 

Corridor Options: A single 
tunnel is proposed to fo llow 
one of two corridors in the 
central or eastern portion of 
the Delta. 



DELTA CONVEYANCE ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE MILESTONES 

Th is sch edule details the actions associated with t he environmental review process under CEOA 
and other required environmental compliance activit ies and is subject to change. There are several 
opportunities for pub lic involvement t hroughout t he process. 

CEQA 

Public seeping 

Proposed Project Preliminary Design 

A lternative Identi fication and Design 

Impact Analysis 

Draft EIR 

Public Review 

Comment Responses 

Final EIR 

Notice of Determination 

ESA/CESA 

Draft Biological Assessment and 
Incidental Take Permit Application 

Final Biolog ical A ssessment and 
Incidental Take Permit Application 

Biological Opinion 

Incidental Toke Permit 

Water Rights 

Delta Plan Consistency 

ther lnvlronmen ts 

HOW TO COMMENT I Comments Due: March 20, 2020 

Email: DeltaConveyanceScoping@water.ca.gov 

Mail: Delta Conveyance Seeping Comments, Attn : Renee Rodriguez, 
Department of Water Resources, P.O. Box 942836 Sacramento, CA 94236 

0 Attend a Public Meeting: Several public seeping meetings will be held 
~';::'p throughout the state as an opportunity to get information and submit 

' 1 comments on t he scope of t he EIR. 

Sacramento 12/3/20, 1:00 p.m.- 3:00 p.m. j CA EPA Building 11001 I Street, Sacramento 

LosAngelesl2/5/ 20, 6:00p.m.- 8:00p.m. I Junipero Serra State Building 
320 West Fourth Street, Los Angeles 

Walnut Grove 12/1 0/20, 6:00p.m. - 8:00 p.m. j Jean Harvie Community Center 
14273 River Road, Walnut Grove 

San Jose 12/12/20, 6:00p.m. - 8:00 p.m. j Santa Clara Valley Water District Board Room 
5750 Almaden Expressway, San Jose 

Stockton 12/ 13/20, 6:00p.m.- 8:00 p.m. j San Joaquin Council of Governments, 
Board Room j555 Weber Avenue, Stockton 

Clarksburg 12/19/20,6:00 p .m. - 8:00 p.m.j Clarksburg Middle School Auditorium 
52870 Netherlands Road, Clarksburg 

Brentwood 12120120, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. I Brentwood Community Ctr, 
Conference Room I 35 Oak St reet, Brentwood 

@ www. water.ca.gov/deltaconveyance 

2022 
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About Comments 
All comments received during the 
seeping period will be considered 
in the development of the Draft 
EIR. DWR is seeking public input 
on the scope of issues to be 
addressed in the EIR and input 
about alternatives that meet the 
project's objectives. 

For more information, contact: 
Para mas informaci6n porfavor !lame al 
fle biet them thong tin, xin gqi so 
Para sa karagdagang impormasyon, 
mangyaring tumawag sa 
~ow:I!Jl~n'!:~~m. ~~~ 
Kom tau Ius qhia nt:xiv, thov hu 
rJntJfilia-JsftHHG)I'i l\jH~ItV~t:HWU3 

1-866-924-9955 


